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Wagner wrote for Loge—
ho..us 115¢, ana swirling,
trilling strings represent the
mainblazes. Flutes and other
‘winds twinkle, throwing up
sparks. Later, “Magic Fire
Music” yieldsto an achingly
lyrical melody, in keeping
with fire’s ambiguous nature.

Fire in pop music tends to
be less philosophical and
more sexual. It is the inspi-
ration for Adele’s despondent
wail in “Set Fire to the Rain”
and Jim Morrison’s feral
moans and screams in The
Doors’ “Light My Fire.”

Calling her new album
Girl on Fire, Alicia Keys
takes away the sexual con-
notations, replacing them
with a wholesome girl-pow-
er message aimed at teens
like Gabby Douglas, the
Olympic gymnast, who did
backflips during Keys’ per-
formance of the song at the
MTYV Video Music Awards
this past September. As with
Springsteen, the “fire” here
comes from the percussion,
though Keys’ aggressive
drum-machine beats are
light-years from the gentle
patter of “I'm on Fire.”

Fire can also be life-giv-
ing, even for an artist as
moody as the Man in Black.
Cash’s late-career revival,

which was capped by his
stark version of “Hurt” by

Nine Inch Nails, was helped = ] ]
mir Soulpting With Fire
unexpectedly sunny take
on an intense tune, with . .
meornprovidmgasan- | AN @rtist who burns her creations
ly sheen.

The song? “I'm on Fire.”
-ZACHARY WOOLFE Karen Cusolito
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